Facilitation of cocaine kindling by glucocorticoids in rats.
We report that glucocorticoids significantly facilitated the development of cocaine-induced kindled seizures. These results suggest that glucocorticoids may have effects on the development of kindled seizures which are similar to those of the neuropeptide, corticotropin-releasing hormone (CRH), with which they show a close functional relationship. These results may be of interest in the light of data showing that glucocorticoids increase CRH expression in the central nucleus of the amygdala, which is an important site for the development of kindling.